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remained very strong in spite of the incoming of alien religious
elements; Thracian piety, which had a notable power of fusion
with alien elements, appears in Dacia and occasionally in Pann-
onia (vol. xi, p. 552). For Spain (vol. xi, p. 498) our evidence is
scanty, but some indigenous cults are attested, although romaniza-
tion was much older here than in Gaul outside Narbonensis.
Otherwise Roman names and Roman forms seem to have been
of the nature of a superimposed thing and primarily a cultural
phenomenon. Mercurius in Gaul is essentially Celtic rather than
Roman.

The vitality of native worships in the West is clear and did not
wholly disappear when Christianity became the official religion.
Roman soldiers, and even dignitaries (vol xi, p. 538) did not
hesitate to make dedications to Matres and Matronae or Noreia,
but neither in Gaul nor in Spain nor in Africa do such dedications
bulk large numerically, and there is in general a marked divergence
between the religious interests of provincials and of administrators1*
Celtic and Germanic deities did not travel like those of the Near
East2. Even the Celtic Epona, who had a foothold in the Celtic
element in North Italy and whose guardianship of horses gave
her a function of general utility, though worshipped by men who
had no Gallic blood, did not develop into anything new and cos-
mopolitan. Once more, that is the difference between romanization
and hellenization. Slaves, traders, officials, and soldiers brought
influences from their original homes, and also from the capital. The
halo around the Eternal City grew brighter in the years of stress;
in religion, as in the Forma Orbis, all roads start in Rome.

No cultural factor was of more importance than the army,
Something has been said of its religion in an earlier volume
(vol. x, p. 483 jy.). We have there seen the difference between its
fundamental institutions and those of city life. A Roman camp
had its military sacra^ its auspices, its observance of the Saturnalia,
Nevertheless, it was originally no more thaa the place where an
army halted. The situation changed when the system of frontier
defences caused legions to be immobilized in castra statma with
dependent cmlkn settlements?. The troops, recruited on the spot,

1  J. Toutain, Les aJtes paitns dans Ptmpirc romedn9 I, pp. 466 jff.
Caracalla seems to have taken an interest in the Celtic Apollo Grannus
(Dio Lxxrai, 15, 6).

2  On the other hand, the Carthaginian cult of Caelestis, which

akin to Syrian piety, obtained a certain dissemination  (F. Cumont in
RW., j.v.).
3 Cf. vol. xi, pp. 442 sqq. and Toutsun, ep. of. n, pp. 25 *f,, 62 jy.
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